
 

The death of bioethics (as we once knew it)

   
   
   
Abstract:

Fast forward 50 years into the future. A look back at what occurred in the field of bioethics since 2010
reveals that a conference in 2050 commemorated the death of bioethics. In a steady progression over the
years, the field became increasingly fragmented and bureaucratized. Disagreement and dissension were
rife, and this once flourishing, multidisciplinary field began to splinter in multiple ways. Prominent journals
folded, one by one, and were replaced with specialized publications dealing with genethics, reproethics,
nanoethics, and necroethics. Mainstream bioethics organizations also collapsed, giving way to new
associations along disciplinary and sub-disciplinary lines. Physicians established their own journals, and
specialty groups broke away from more general associations of medical ethics. Lawyers also split into three
separate factions, and philosophers rejected all but the most rigorous, analytic articles into their newly
established journal. Matters finally came to a head with global warming, the world-wide spread of malaria
and dengue, and the cost of medical treatments out of reach for almost everyone. The result was the need
to develop plans for strict rationing of medical care. At the same time, recognition emerged of the
importance of the right to health and the need for global justice in health. By 2060, a spark of hope was
ignited, opening the door to the resuscitation of bioethics and involvement of the global community.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8519.2010.01808.x   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Researcher

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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